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As we usher in the academic year 2024-2025, it is with great anticipation
and excitement that | welcome you to the inaugural issue of our e-bulletin.
This new venture marks a significant step forward in our efforts to stay
connected, informed, and inspired as a community committed to the
service of God'’s kingdom.

This year theme, Bridge the Gap (Ezek. 22:30) resonates profoundly
with the mission and vision of our seminary. In a world increasingly
characterized by division, misunderstanding, and isolation, we are called to
be bridge-builders—connecting people to each other and, most
importantly, to God. This theme challenges us to reflect on the various
gaps in our personal lives, communities, and broader society, and to
consider how we can actively work to close those divides through love,
understanding, and the transformative power of the gospel.

This theme is not just a guiding principle for our academic endeavours
but a call to action in every aspect of our lives. It encourages us to be
mindful of the chasms that exist—whether they be social, cultural,
economic, or spiritual—and to seek ways to build bridges of reconciliation
and peace. In our classrooms, we can bridge the gap between knowledge
and wisdom; in our churches, we can bridge the gap between tradition and
relevance; in our communities, we can bridge the gap between
estrangement and fellowship.

This e-bulletin will serve as a vital tool in this endeavour. It is a platform
for sharing insights, news, and stories that highlight how we, as a seminary,
are actively engaging in the work of bridging gaps. Whether it is through
theological reflection, community outreach, or personal testimonies, this
publication aims to inspire and equip each of us to be agents of change in
our respective contexts.

| encourage each of you to contribute to this e-bulletin by sharing your
experiences, thoughts, and reflections throughout the year. Let it be a
living testament to our collective journey as we seek to bridge the gaps in
our lives and in the world around us.
May this academic year be one of growth, discovery, and meaningful
connection! Let us move forward with the conviction that, in Christ, we
can indeed bridge any gap, no matter how wide.

In Christ’s service,
Lian Muan Kham Suante
Editor




BRIDGE THE GAP

Rev, Pervez Sethna
Vice Principal, ABS

The theme chosen for this year at Allahabad Bible Seminary is Bridge the Gap.

God has a plan and purpose for each of our lives, and as we serve Him, we are reminded that He desires our active
involvement in empowering and transforming lives. As a theological community, we bear a great responsibility, and God
continually presents opportunities for us to be used by Him. However, we often fail to fully grasp His call and direction for
our lives.

We live in a context marked by worldliness and the pursuit of sinful desires, leading to broken relationships, injustice,
corruption, and a failure of leadership in both secular and sacred spheres. As ministers of the Gospel and future pastors,
we must remain alert and aware of the challenges around us, being willing and available to make a positive impact. In this
environment, the theme Bridge the Gap becomes particularly relevant, calling us to commit ourselves as bridge-builders—
people who stand in the gap wherever there is brokenness. We are called to bridge the gap between loneliness and
fellowship, frustration and confidence, despair and hope, and setbacks and success. There is so much we can achieve if we
are willing to be used by the Lord.

The phrase Bridge the Gap carries several meanings. It can mean providing support and strength to someone in need,
guiding someone through their difficulties, or standing up against oppression faced by the poor, the needy, and the
marginalized.

The biblical text for this theme is Ezekiel 22:30, where God speaks of looking for someone to stand in the gap on behalf of
the people. In the passage, God seeks someone from among the people of Judah to build a wall and stand in the breach. But
sadly, He finds no one. This call to stand in the gap has two dimensions.

First, the call to build the wall signifies providing protection and safety for the people, ensuring their well-being and
comfort. Second, the call to stand in the gap represents addressing a problem or danger that threatens the community. If
the gap is not repaired, further harm will come to those behind the wall. But why is there a need to bridge the gap? Ezekiel
22 highlights the sins of Judah—the chosen people of God. Jerusalem, supposed to be the city of God, had become a “bloody
city,” marked by violence, abominable deeds, idolatry, and rampant injustice. The chapter goes on to describe the sins of
Judah’s leaders, including shedding innocent blood, mistreating parents and foreigners, oppressing the fatherless and
widows, profaning the Sabbath, and engaging in corruption, sexual immorality, and financial wrongdoing.

This portrayal of Jerusalem in Ezekiel’s time resembles the current state of many churches and Christian institutions,
where leadership has been compromised by worldliness and immorality. It is in the midst of this spiritual decay that God
searches for someone to stand in the gap and repair the breach. He desires to give His people another chance, but He finds
no one. Throughout history, God has raised up individuals who were willing to stand in the gap. Abraham interceded for
Sodom, Moses stood as a mediator between Israel and Pharaoh, and Esther risked her life to save her people from
destruction. Nehemiah left his position of comfort to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem, and Daniel, along with his friends,
stood firm in their faith during exile in Babylon. In the New Testament, Jesus became the ultimate bridge, standing in the
gap between life and death, heaven and hell, by dying on the cross for our salvation. The Apostles of Jesus, starting with
Stephen, also bridged the gap between the old covenant and the new life in Christ. For over 2,000 years, faithful men and
women have followed in their footsteps, leaving the comforts of home to share the message of salvation.

Since 1942, the Oriental Missionary Society, now known as One Mission Society, Allahabad Bible Seminary, and the
Evangelical Church of India have been committed to bridging the gap through training, equipping, and empowering young
men and women to share the transformative Gospel of Jesus Christ. ABS has been a beacon of light for countless
individuals and families, many of whom heard the message of salvation for the first time at our annual conventions.

Throughout history, many others have stood in the gap to bring about transformation. Martin Luther stood against the
corruption of the Roman Catholic Church and sparked the Protestant Reformation. Mahatma Gandhi fought for freedom
and justice against the British Empire. Martin Luther King Jr. challenged the unjust treatment of African Americans in
the U.S., and Dietrich Bonhoeffer stood for biblical truth in Nazi Germany. Nelson Mandela fought against apartheid in
South Africa, and Aung San Suu Kyi opposed the violent military junta in Myanmar. David Wilkerson reached out to
gang members in New York, bringing them out of a life of violence and addiction.

In more recent times, during the Manipur crisis, when political leaders failed to respond, Allahabad Bible Seminary,
under the leadership of Principal Rev. Dr. Tapas Ghosh, took a stand to bridge the gap by involving the Seminary
community and the Christian community of Allahabad to help those in need.

Today, God is searching for individuals from among the faculty, staff, and students of Allahabad Bible Seminary who
will commit themselves to bridge the gap for the people of this great land. Will we be open to His leading and willing to be
used for His purpose?



AT AR THER o & & 3I=IR ehl hH BT

-Rajat N. Tandekar, BD-1V

3ATST oh I<TAT A& H §H d1d e dl el AT 3R THE o foa & 31fdeh AT # SiaR fi@rg <a1 8| shfelf¥ar SRR enfiiar Rigial sfi mamait &
gt ufdeieg i1 8, Sl foh <Ardch TATS & {99 g Hehd 81 4TfHch Aa¥e TR tRURIY YHGT o 3= 38l & 31eTT gl Hehdl g | 31TST o HTST H doit
g grATfSich URed= gl 38 8, oid foh dafchen Tcsdr iR fafderdr sl Wiepid | shfelfEar sl tRuRITd | 3R gfRehivr g4 URadHl o A1y ghem
A T8l Wrd, [SI9Y Teh 3idR 34 8IdT 8

hiIET AT AR STHAR TR UTiHeh RIS 3R HaT WR chidd gidT 8, Siaich HarI hl UTufAchdid 3R qe 9= gl Hehd &, oidt fon 3mfden
faenrdr, HrHTRSTeh =T, R LifeTeh 3aER | Shili e iR GHe o o< Hdle 37 WHIIGRT hl hHT 8 Hehdl 81 ShicIT¥AT chl TTidfafear ik I
gfRhIUT THSRT o ATUeh Hel hl GXI dRg & -Tgl GHST Hehd g AT Ich] HMHAT g1 R Hehd &1 TfHch TXATY 3Tk TRURIT Hedl 3R Afdeh
HI-Iehl <hl ST - <hl ShITA el &, ST foh FHERT oh Hislar Jedi & {97 g Hehd & | THad 3R hilHdT o o< hl @Tg ehl UTeAT o folg gH
sgfelet I fRA&mSHt SR ARTeR & URG fohar ST Gerar 1 srsfae | gH A chael aafhiTd ST &ht tRun el 8, afeds ag off faardt @ for ha
&H THTST o 91y HHSRIYUT 3R Tgrich Yot o1 Hehd ¢ | 39 o H, gH sTsfael i fA&M31 o STUR R hiif¥ar iR Her & o< i @S ol
greA &l AT Rt

asfael g6 U 3R 91 o Agcd on! @t g1 A = hgt, “qH U+ uSIK! & a9 gt UH ohdl S gH 310 319 9§ U &hed g1” (=it 22:39) 1 39
Igid & SMYR W, HiTEAT ol T1fey foh ag e & ufd UH 3R a1 1 ¥ig W& | Jrefae # udt gahT 3R TehdT hl Hgaayquidl IR SR
f&ar man g1 “ag @, fohaHt areaT 3R feha=1T [T 8, STa 133l <l Yeh T @1, YehdT | @1 (Vo= fgdr 133:1) | Rl ot Ter & a1y
Teanfl 3R Yehsle T@eh hH hedT ATeY | SUH MA g Uohd & chieli T 3R TR & o9 Tendl 3R 9galT ol Fgrdar ¢4 & folu 93k
hIdehH TSI ehe | Sid foh Hixcpldar Aetl, AT BRIMATS 3R WA hilll Tl IS | HicHAT oh hRichAT 3R darstt & fafdy iplas
3R HrHTSIeh GHAAT oh NI <hl ATTH e | S folq Hikehlden TSI AT AT e IR fafH= GHart o ufd daesiterdr fe@m|

2 UFR, hellIAT 3R THE & oI & 3 bl hH &3t & felU gH Toh R & AT S[SA, TdIE e, 3R TgaNT e i SasTehdT gl
hATITT Bl THGRT & I chl YT h3-i1 AMRT 3R GHET ht ShelIXAT o 1Y T2 & oIy dicanigd o Tnfgdu| Gerdr 3R GHTAR bl Tgran
&R, B9 Uch GER o 1Y Holgd e & Hehd g 3R 3% & UH hi Thell Hehd &1 IHTST §H hell 1T 3R TG o T & 3aR bl hH i &
foIT Qeh T1Y h1H ohd R Teh gER o 1Y U 3R GgalT o A1 5|

WHO WILL FILL. THE VOID?

-Rikamchi S. Marak, BD-IV

Look at the world! Observe the state it is in right now. Take a look around, both the wonderful and the horrible events are
happening in the same old planet in which we currently dwell. New generations come and pass but humanity’s mindset
and behaviour remain constant. Mother nature deteriorates and regenerate at its own pace. Bloody wars and ruthless
killings existed then and still exists now, discrimination against women and their lack of safety remains the same, when
massive building projects were less people faced starvation, and large-scale development projects arises today and we still
face a multitude of crises. If we carefully look at the world, humans never change and have fallen from virtue and defile
God every day and everywhere. Humans, the most magnificent being ever created, fashioned in the image of God, defiles
its creator. Humans failed to live a quality of human being. Humans have been created in the image of God but that image
which was supposed to represent God in them, has been dishonoured. The image of God is a vital part of a human being,
without this image that represents the Creator, the life of a human being is incomplete or dead even while living. Where
has our wonderful purposeful life gone, and where is the spark? When have humans lost the ability to see the essence of
life? Did we lose our soul’s spring?

Where are we standing, I wonder? Are we part of a gap that makes the gap bigger or are we standing and filling in the
gaps to make a small change in our surroundings? Are we the ones who heal the bruises bit by bit or are we a part of all
those horrible occurrences? Observe the wotld around us, where we can see our happiness, love, laughter, serenity, and
gladness in our hearts; where we can see ourselves? From the bottommost of our hearts where our souls yearn? We must
eventually return to dust, so examine our hearts and consider where we may have lost our soul’s essence. The choices we
make today can affect not just ourselves but also those around us. All of these murders, kidnappings, human trafficking,
rapes, brutal killings, crimes, wars, thieving, prostitutions, corruption, poverty will be present in the next generation and
will continue to exist, making everything that happens in the world appear like it is nothing new. But where are we now?
Is our fall so profound that there is no way back? Will the creator can find any humans to fill the void? Who will fill the
void? Will He find us? Will it be me and you who is prepared to fill the void?



HALF-YEARLY DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS
ACADEMIC OFFICE REPORT

Allahabad Bible Seminary lays a strong emphasis on the holistic ministerial formation of its students of which academics is an
important and integral part. Each academic year is divided into two semesters in which subjects from various disciplines are taught
by our well-qualified faculty members. The classes are held on weekdays, that is, Monday to Friday. In the first semester, a total of
34 subjects while in the second semester 32 subjects were taught across all classes from various disciplines.

SCITETeNG S1geel YA-RI 37U BE & AT HAleld M6 WR 91 SR &a1 ¢, foiad Qeifuren s1endq Y Agayqul 3R Sif9= fgwm g1 udeh
e1fOreh gy anl gf =t & faerfSia fovar man g, [oad fafvs fawat ot gaR aivg fAsTeRl gRT YT ST &1 el 9w & sidfeadl J, It
IR ¥ [ehaR deh TSI i ST 81 Uget T H et 34 fawg 3R qaR 931 # 32 fawy faf9= srermsii # ugry 1|

Admissions and Student Body: In the academic year 2024-25, Forty-Three new students joined ABS for the Bachelor of Divinity
program. Twenty-two students joined BD Orientation class, eleven students joined BD First Year, while ten students joined in BD
Third year as upgraders. The total student strength of ABS under the Bachelor of Divinity program is 135 students, representing 22
states of India and 2 foreign countries - Nepal and Bhutan. We offer Bachelor of Divinity in both English and Hindi mediums.

gdsr R B IH: Aeiftich a¥ 2024-25 H, 43 U 8FE1 4 d9er it f3fafAdt (BD) orichd & iU sergrene ageaer fa=< & udw
ferar| 22 BT A BD SitiRUe ke H, 11 37 4 BD UyH gy #, 3R 10 B A 3Ue o ¥U H BD Jdig a8 & yaer ferarl BD hriehd & Sidiid
ABS ok el BT T&AT 135 ¢, ST ¥R o 22 T4l 3R 2 fadeft d=1f - Aurel 3Ry o1 ufafAfded oxd &1 87 saer 3Tt f3fafAdt wrderd ot
37Tl 3k fedt S Arenat & TS ohed 8l

Final Year Seminar Presentation: An academic exercise that was introduced in last academic year was ‘Seminar Presentation” by
the Final year students. This provided an opportunity for the final-year students to present a seminar as a group in front of all the
students and faculty members, and engage in discussion emerging from the content that they presented. The seminar topics were
chosen from the subject ‘Tribal Theology” and a total of 12 presentations were done.

SifdH 99 & ARIR Ugfaeneor: fUset Aerfurer 9y # Tep QMetftich S1amd & U | SifdA 9y & Bl & [y 'ARaR Ugfdeur = fohar
T A7) 394 SifaH gy & Bl bl Gl B SR [AeTehl & GHA Tk THg & FU H ARAR U¥Jd 3 3R Ih gRT U¥Id <hl T8 Ireft R <=
H A g1 oAl 3a¥R Uar foham| SR & fawy 'sfeardt eH e (Tribal Theology) ¥ T 7Y 3R el 12 U¥JfdehuT fohy T

Thesis Writing: Fifteen students undertook the task of writing thesis under their respective faculty guide in the last academic year. A
thesis methodology seminar was organized for BD3 students in which faculty from various departments took sessions and

encouraged the students to be involved in the area of research and writing. Nine students are writing their thesis in the Academic
year 2024-25.

JiIY oie: o Qerftien ad # 15 BEl 4 u=-3u+ fAereh Aniaie & dgd NET @ &1 S fhar| BD i av & s o oy
NAT ugld VAR 1 s fohar man, fSigd fafaa faumT o f1erept 3 a3 fg Sk Bl ol SgdU™ 3R oiEs & &7 | 9fchg U 4
AT g4 o forw oiRa feram etfore af 2024-25 # =t &= sruHT fifag faa @ €1

Scripture Knowledge Examination: The Scripture Knowledge examination was re-introduced after a gap of two years in the last
academic year. ABS lays strong emphasis on reading the Bible daily for meditation and for a sound knowledge of the scriptures.

gfas M 1 UeT: ufds S 1 UIed, &l 91t o 3id-iel o d1g, fUset qetfiren auf # fk & 3= i 718 Y| ABS ufas &t & 7 &
foru iR & & forg SfAep aTgaeT Ue UR faiy SR &ar &1

Valedictory Service: The Valedictory Service for the academic year 2023-24 was held on 24 February 2024. 49 B.D. students,
and 2 BCS student received their certificates of completion of requirements. Rev. Dr. Praveen Paul, the Principal of Union Biblical
Seminary, Pune was the Valedictory speaker.

faers Iar: Jerfure av 2023-24 & fou faes a1 24 ®Raxt 2024 ot IEifSid 6l 181 49 B.D. BT iR 2 BCS B A TaGehd13il ahl
URT She- o UHTOTTS UTGd fohg | fagTs a<hl o U & Ul & gfAa- aigael AfR=R1 o Ufdue, 39. St udior uid o

Online Learning Program: ABS is partnering with Local Leaders International (formerly OCA) and International Council for
Evangelical Theological Education (ICETE) Academy to develop content for online courses for theological students which will be
made available on the ICETE Academy website. We have developed 30 resources in the form of video, audio and text files, which
are in the process of submission and approval.

SiTATSA AT TRITH: ABS, diichel aligd XM (Uged OCA) 3R g e iR Ydsifelchal fAataifSichel Ysiche (ICETE)
3chTeHY S TTY TSR e ET &, difch SRS BEN o T 3iTclTs uTsaehal sl Il faenfid &t ST Tch, S ICETE SrepreH) &l dadrse
TR JUeTed] ShT SITQT | gH difsat, Hifeal iR Tore tigdl & &0 | 30 G914 faania fohg 8, St gafiize ek srgHte i ufchar & 81

Academic Dean
Rev. Arpit Simon Mathews




SARAC

The following were the activities steered by the ABS-SARAC so

far i

. On July sth, 2024, the Freshers Welcomed service was
organised where we welcomed 43 new students. We were also
privileged to welcome 5 Exchange students from Madras
Theological Seminary this year.

2. The 78th Indian Independence Day was celebrated on August
15th 2023. Along with Erny Memorial Senior Higher Secondary
School, the Flag Hoisting program was conducted where both
ABS and Ems students graced the programme with their colourful
presentation. Group Captain Roy Michael Rodgers, Indian Air
Force was the Chief Guest for the occasion. We were also
honoured by the presence of his wife, Mrs Susana Rodgers who

accompanied hCI' husband fOl‘ the program.

3. In commemoration of the 78th Indian Independence Day, a
class-wise Drama Competition on the theme, “Building Bridges:
Crafting a Journey of Peace” based on Isiah 2:4 was organised
where all together 7 classes partieipated. The judges for the
competition were Advocate Charlie, Dr Kishore Babu from the
University of Allahabad, and Rev. Udit Sona. The first prize was
bagged by the BD Final year class, 2nd prize by the orientation
class followed by the BD 3rd year and 1st year Hind class with the
3rd prize.

REPORT

319 dh ABS-SARAC gR1 gdTferd mfafaferar 59 ueR oi-

1. 5 S[AATS 2024 bl T delchH IdT: 39 hRIhH H 43 Y BTHT Al
@rTd fohar AT 39k 3TeTTET, 39 ay Ao fUaidifoiehd Qs
Y 31T 5 Tereiot B ehl Wi TNTA e ehl HIHTY UT g3l

&l

2. 7847 YRAT Waddr feag AR (15 SFRd 2023):3H1
araiRkad HifmR grR Ahedt T & a1y fAder @aeRig
hRichd SMAISI fohar mar, S ad ABS 8k EMS St A 37+t
i Ui 9 hRich bl M1 I8 1 39 HTER oh &I AfAf

WRAT arg T & U R I HASchel Asid &| gH Ih! Uel,

ST GoirT AT ehl IUMATT ehl I T UT T, ST U

gfd & 91 kA | ATHA g3
3. 789 YR WdAdT fdad & Iuaied # ATeeh Ufaaifdr wdsrdn
feerg & SucTeg & "fSsT ST <A hY AT h T (FAATE 2:4)
IR TR - ATee U a1 s fhar ma, o
Wﬁﬁ&ﬂaﬁﬁwmlg@ruﬁuﬁﬁméﬁﬁwﬁqﬁm@ﬁmﬁ,
gargree fagfdemea @ ef. ek a1g 8k 3@ 3Ifea ai=m &) st
SifdH gy 1 kel A UYH QRERR S, SRUEH el 4 gE
qRIHR ST, mﬁsaﬂéqﬁuaﬁaﬁ?uﬁmaﬁﬁaéﬁ&ﬂ%eﬂw
QREHR UTe fehaT|

Dr. Moakumla I_onakumer
ABS- SARAC




CHAPLAINCY REPORT

The Chaplaincy Department gives thanks to God for sustaining us throughout the last academic session. The ABS community stepped into the
new academic session 2024-2025 with a retreat and orientation to the academic session 2024-2025 on the 22nd and 23rd of June. Based on the
theme of the year, “Bridge the Gap” (Ezekiel 22:30), the faculty members preached and enriched the community on various aspects of the
theme. The Chaplaincy Department formed Chapel Team 2024-2025 comprising 11 students from different classes and mediums, places,
communities, and church backgrounds. The Student Chaplain for this academic session is Mr. Lalnunthara Ralte. Mr. Saimon Pariyar, Mr. PH
Chingkheinganba Meetei, Ms. Vanlalhriatpuii and Mr. Amit Kumar Massey are the Assistant Student Chaplains along with coopted members

from other ClﬁSSCS.

AU fI9NT TRAYR HT 9=9aTE T . ﬁﬂfraﬁﬁ@ﬁﬁ&ﬁmwﬁaﬁmf@?wwlABSﬂﬂaﬁfrmaﬁ?zgajaﬁwﬂa‘éaﬁ?
SRUEL o 1Y AT Q&IfOh T 20242025 H heH @M1 9 I o1 fAwT, "GeT TATS" (TgSTohe 22:30), oh YR W, R Gt = fafa= ugegsi
R TR foham 3R IR ol 995 foham| Fuetdt faunT A 2024-2025 & folT Auer &9 A1 e+ foran, forad fafa= srerment, AreHl, @A, gqer
3R T g8YA I 11 BT Sl WA fhar a1 39 Merfties T3 & g B Juferd <t ATaURT e 81 #i IrgA uRarR, it dieg e«
Hids, goit aFeniegardys iR sit Sifid pAR A Ggr-Ich S5 dufeld o ©U H g, 1Y 8 31 hefl3ll ¥ "g-3ie fhy 70 e i g1

This year we have 15 care groups. Every month, care group members meet twice for fellowship and also conduct community worship
services on Thursdays. Morning devotion and evening vesper meetings have been the foundations for liturgical and homiletically exercises. The
final-year students have completed the first phase of the senior sermon class. In the evening vesper meetings, new students shared challenging
testimonies of the Lord’s calling. Towards the goal of training students in the art of preaching and organizing Worship liturgy, BD III students
take up preaching and conduct Worship services during vesper meetings. Apart from these daily activities, the Chapel Team organized an inter-
class extemporary speech competition on Thursday the 29th of August, and also organized experiential sharing on “What Teachers Day Means
to Us: Reminiscing Memories and Inspiration” on the 5th of September (Teachers Day) from four of our faculty members. The Chapel Team
acknowledges, with gratitude, your cooperation with the Team throughout the first semester. We look forward to your cooperation even in the

days to come, thank you.

29 Y AR UTH 15 hak THE 8| 83 Hol, thak THg o Je &l IR TT1fd o fIg fAerd € 3R T¥aR et argerfier siRieT 9ard it siiferd
hd & | g <hl UTAAT 3R ATH hl d¥R §5ch, felefiichel 3R IucITcHeh 1! hl ia @1 g1 Sifds au o S A aRE Iu hefl & Ugel =R0T
ohl U1 &R forar €1 A hl ¥R S&ehl H, AT BT A U S Jelld <hl AT Tarat H1e hl | JueT hell HR R feresi] ht aafedd oA
UfA&ror & ded 3R, St I auf & B IR ASeh! oh R IJUST 3R ARTYAT YIT¢ IS ohid 81 3 afes nfafafaat & srerman, dua
& 9 29 3T, AR Sl Teh SHAR-RET dlcehlieich AT UfdAAAT eht STatT foham $iR 5 Rider (freren faa) st "R forg freres feaw o am
Hdeld g: a1e 3R URUM" fIsy UR S TS kA T hRichH STAIfSId fohar, fOTH gaR IR denrg gewt A | foran| dud & smudh ggah &
foIq ST 8, Y 31U O Uget T oh &I [ohdT| 9 31T aTet &1 & +ft 31ach TgaivT <l S7detl shed 8, g=iarc|

Dr. Pamhor Thumra
Chaplain, ABS

SPORTS REPORT

The much-anticipated Inter-Class Tournament for the academic year 2024-2025 was held between 12th July and 18th
September 2024. The tournament began with the welcome address by the Sports Secretary, Mr. Lalchhuanvela CS, while Mr.
Pamreishang Vashum, the Sports Advisor offered a prayer. The tournament included various sporting events, including:
football (men & women), Volleyball (women and men) and Cricket (Men). The overview of the tournament results is as
follows: The Men’s football event was one of the most fiercely contested, with BD-I clinching the championship in a thrilling
3-2 victory over BD-II. In the Women’s penalty shootout, the Faculty and BD-IV Married Spouses team delivered an
outstanding performance, defeating BD students. The men’s volleyball matches were equally electrifying, with BD-II
triumphing in a hard-fought final against the Faculty and Staff team. In Women’s Volleyball, the combined Faculty, Staff, and
BD-IV Spouse team secured the gold medal after defeating the combined BD-O and BD I, II, IIl Spouse team. The Men’s
Cricket final saw BD-IV (Final Year) claim a decisive victory over BD-I, winning by an impressive 71-run margin.

SicR-ehell gATHE efiies T3 2024-2025 & T 12 Feirg 9 18 [{dsR 2024 deh el fohar mam| gAiHe i (2 @l dfka Mr.
Lalchhuanvela CS @ NI {07 c €1 §‘s‘ W%@HWMI‘ Pamreishang Vashum = 911 il ¢AiHe | faf9= @edl a1 srats
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The event concluded with a grand finale and prize distribution on 18th September 2024. Prizes were awarded to the
winners by Rev. Dr. Tapas Ghosh, Principal of ABS, who also congratulated all the classes, encouraging their continued
participation in sports activities. The closing ceremony ended with a word of prayer led by Dr. Pamhor Thumra, Chaplain of
ABS.
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The Inter-Class Tournament was a tremendous success, fostering both healthy competition and a sense of unity among
students. With active participation from all classes, as well as faculty, staff, and the spouses of married students, the event truly
embodied community fellowship. It served as a valuable reminder of the importance of balancing academics with
extracurricular activities to promote holistic education. We are deeply grateful for the combined efforts that contributed to its
success, especially for the blessings of our loving Lord. We eagerly anticipate more such memorable moments together as a
community in the future.
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ABS WOMEN’S MINISTRY REPORT

The ABS Women's Ministry held its Freshers' Meet for the 2024-
2025 Academic Session on August 9, 2024, from 6 to 7 p-m. During
the meeting, the ministry honored its three doctoral members
with tokens of appreciation and love. Additionally, small gifts
were given to the female students from the ABS campus who had

excelled in their exams, as well as to the freshers of Carmelites'
Hostel.

USQg Afget A371e1T 7 2024-2025 AeTfOh IF & U 370 Therg
Hie ohl SIS 9 SWT, 2024 @bl MH 6 I 7 T doh fharl 39
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Y 39 afgeT &1 wf B¢ IugR kU T fSgi= sru-T udtemsi &
Ich® UeRiH foham o1, I1y g hresey gicel i s SIS i
Ht SUER fey M|

With the growing number of female students at ABS, they have
been organized into five groups: Deborah Group, Lydia Group,
Bathsheba Group, Miriam Group, and Jael Group. Each group is
led by a coordinator, namely: Ms. T. Leethial Emimal, Rev. Dr.
Baby Sigamony, Ms. Esther H. Malsawmtluangi, Ms. Hoikhonem
Lunkim, and Ms. Deepshikha Ghosh, respectively.

gty # Afgar ©El dh ded! WEdr & 919, I8 uid qHgl |
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Ms. T. Leethial Emimal,, Rev. Dr./Baby Sigamony, Ms. Esther H.
Malsawmtluangi, Ms. Hoikhonem Lunkim, 3R Ms. Deepshikha
Ghosh, shHRT: |

The ABS Women's Ministry plans to hold fellowship meetings
once a month, during the first week, with each group taking turns
to lead the fellowship. To support some of the female students at
ABS, the Women's Ministry has also decided to raise funds by
creating handicrafts such as pillowcases, table covers, bedsheets,
and decorative items, as well as hosting food festivals and similar

activities.

U AfgedT HATT o1 8 Ueh aR ST T SIS e
Bl It 41 38T 8, [O9H Udeh Iqg IRI-aR_ 9 WA Al A
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& heR, ¢del heR, Tl R Joa! IV S+ St g&afeq
STl ahl gFTRR, 1Y 81 WreT I9d 3R st arg &Y niafafeat &
SIS R G4 Sl kT fAufy forar 8

Ms. Hoikhonem Lunkim
Co-ordinator
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PRACTICAL MINSTRY REPORT
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I would like to express my gratitude to the administration of

Allahabad Bible Seminary (ABS) for entrusting me with the

DEDCERAN VIFUTH DURDAT
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responsibility of overseeing the praetical ministry work. ABS
students come from a variety of denominational and church
backgrounds, and they actively participate in different ministries
as assigned by the seminary in various churches. Each team is
accompanied by a faculty advisor, who provides guidance and
valuable suggestions for their ministry work. With the addition of
two churches—St. John’s CNI' Church and Gopi Ganj CNI
Church—the entire student body is divided into 14 teams, serving

in the following churches.

H AT S5 AMAART (TAUY) oh YA &l TR <h el
TTgdl/Tgd! g, fSIgi q3t STagiRen HTeld o hrd chl 3@ hl
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oSt feram mar 8, St MAfeiRea 9ot § 9ar R @ 6| -

1. ABS ECI Church 2. All Saints Cathedral

2 St. Peter’s Muirabad 4. CNI Katra Church

5. Holy Trinity Church 6. Prarthana Bhawan

o St. Paul’s CNI Church 8. Marthoma Church

9. Jamuna CNI Church 10. The Leprosy Mission Church
1. Methodist 12. Brethren Assembly

13. St. John’s CNI Church 14. Gopi Ganj CNI Church

All team members actively participate in worship services by
.reading the Bible passage for the Sunday sermon, leading praise
and Worship, offering prayers, preaehing, eondueting youth
services and Bible studies, as well as teaehing Sunday school. Tlley
also strive to follow the traditions and disciplines of the churches

to which they are assigned.
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This year, the first ABS Sunday was held at St. Paul’s Cathedral
in Raipur on September 8, 2024, where Rev. Pervez Sethna
encouraged support for ABS students and their ministry. Two
students assisted him in the music ministry for this service. The
second ABS Sunday is scheduled for September 22, 2024, at St.
Peter's Church, Miurabad. 1 thank Principal and ABS

administration for their support and suggestions for smooth move

of the ministry.

29 gy, Ugell Teliey AAar 8 fAdeR 2024 &l IR & e ufd
ddgd | Ml fopar T, STel k9. WRas &A1 = Teiey Sl
3R 3ch! Ydenls o oy GHYA ! e il 39 dar & fow &
BHEl A Tiftd s | Ich! TedT hil goRT Tey Wdar 22
RdeR 2024 ol ATRTEE & de dier o< d fAyiikd 81 d galigg &
TUHTERS 3R URATET &hl ¥gdie Hhedl § SieiH 59 Hadhrg &l

Rev. Samuel A. Noel
Co-ordinator, Practical Ministry
’ _ HafeAd wifd o ferg sro=m gt ok gama ful




PUBLIC COMMUNICATION
DEPARTMENT REPORT

Greetings in the Name of Jesus!

The Public Communication Department of Allahabad Bible Seminary has been working diligently to
improve our communication and outreach efforts. We are excited to share some updates on the key

initiatives we have been focusing on.

GiR[ o A H tfHarE!

SATEISIG dTSeel TA-RI AT rdsl-eh IR [IUIT AR AR 3R YR UM bl GURA o el odR
Hg-d & 38T | B9 $© Heayul Ugdl UR Sefd- 13T et o folu I1fed & foiF WR g «urH hied e 3@
el

1. Facebook Page Engagement: The Public Communication Department actively manages our Facebook

page, “Allahabad Bible Seminary — 1942.” This platform has become a central place to share updates about
the day—to—day activities and special events happening at ABS. By regularly posting news, events, and
important announcements, we have successfully grown the number of followers on the page. The positive
response from our audience shows that people are keen to stay connected with the life and mission of ABS.

We are committed to keeping this platform active and engaging for our eommunity.

1. hds[eh U GIISTHE: ITduii—eh HaR A9 gAR hdqeh U, "SATEEIE S1ged ARt — 1942" ol Afchd
U 9§ UeEfdd o T g1 g 59 Taey H g arell iea-ufafes &t niafafeat ofik fOiw erishat & IR &
3USC TIST he- T HE W 9 141 g (HAfHd T 9 AR, kA R AgaYUl UIVUIU Ul hich,
gH UST UR SIATIIAT chl HE&AT chl theldTUdeh 61T g1 §HIR &Riehi chl HehRIcHeh Uldichdl | UdT Teldl &
foh T Teliug o Sfia ok M @ S8 &1 918d 81 89 39 1 ohl Ifehd 3R AR THed & foly sirehtiah
§TU G+ o foig ufdag 6|

2. Monthly Prayer Bulletin VINAY: Another key initiative is our monthly prayer bulletin, VINAY. This

bulletin serves as a tool to share prayer requests and praise reports with our friends and supporters. We are
pleased to see a strong, positive response to this effort. To ensure it reaches as many people as possible, we
share VINAY on both our Facebook page and in various WhatsApp groups related to ABS. This allows us

to keep our wider community informed and united in prayer for the seminary.

2. HITeh UTUAT geifd 'O §ARY Teh 310 UIE Ugdl HIieh T etfed 'fa=a' 81 ag seifcT gAR Al
3R gl o AT UTAAT SRIY SR Ui RUIE AT hA vl Teh TIeH g1 39 YA & Ufd GhRIHS
ufdferar <@ o= g Wit 8t &1 81 I8 RiFga A & fog for ag arfdres 4 sifdes i aes ugd, gd o
Sl AR hdgeh USl 3R Ty 9 Hefdd fafa=a greaqy Igl & arsi od 81 399 gH -t & foig
IR AUk THERT hl A 3R U1 # Tehsle e | Hag Aed! 8l

These initiatives have signifieantly improved the communication and outreach of Allahabad Bible

Seminary. The Public Communication Department is committed to further strengthening our efforts, and
we are grateful for the positive results we have achieved so far. We look forward to expanding our reach

even more in the future.

2 Ugell 4 SATGIEIG d1gdel AT o IR R UIR H Agaqul YUR a1 g1 Frasii—eh SarR faumT sru-t
hIfAAM ohl IR AT HeA o foiv ufdeg @, 3R 9 3 doh gIi¥el fhy U TepRTcHsh uRumHt & forg
STYRI ¢ 1 §A |fasg | 1ol ug ot 3R i sgH o fely Igeh 8|

In His Service,

Rev. Johnjebadurai S.
Public Communication, ABS




ABS NEW SESSION OPENING RETREAT

The Allahabad Bible Seminary (ABS) hosted its annual
inaugural service and retreat on the 22nd and 23rd of
June 2024, marking the commencement of the new
academic year. This significant event brought together

returning and new students, faculty, staff, and service
personnel, fostering a sense of community and setting
a tone of spiritual and academic dedication for the
year ahead.

-

(1 Bible Seminary

« : Bridge the Gap

22-28 Juue 2024

The first session on the first day was led by Dr.
Pamhor Thumra, the Chaplain of ABS. The session
began with a warm welcome from Rev. Dr. Tapas
Ghosh, the principal of ABS. Dr. Tapas Ghosh greeted
the returning and new students and introduced the
faculty, staff, and service personnel to the ABS
community. Following the welcome address, Rev.
Arpit Simon Mathews, the Academic Dean, provided a
comprehensive introduction to the Guide of Conduct
(GOC), detailing the expectations and guidelines for
students. This introduction
departments, including the Boys and Girls Hostel
Deans, Academic Department, Chapel, and Library.
The session was designed to ensure that all members
of the ABS community were well-informed about the

involved various

institution’s standards and the resources available to
support their spiritual and academic growth.

The second session of the Allahabad Bible
Seminary (ABS) retreat, held on the 22nd of June
2024, was led by Ms. Akanksha Samuel Makasare,
whose leadership in worship set a contemplative and
uplifting tone for the session. Drawing from Ezekiel
22:30, Rev. Pervez Sethna, the Vice Principal,
reflected on the theme for the 2024-2025 Academic
Session Bridge the Gap, where he emphasized the
importance of standing in the gap for others,
embodying the principles of love, service, and unity.
His message resonated deeply with the attendees,
encouraging them to embrace their roles as agents of

change and unity.
The final session of the retreat culminated on

Sunday evening with a Holy Communion-cum-
community worship service. This significant service
was led by Dr. Lian Muan Kham Suante, who guided
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the congregation through a meaningful time of
worship and reflection. Rev. Dr. Tapas Ghosh, the
Principal, shared a challenging and uplifting message
centered on the theme of Bridging the Gap. His
sermon encouraged the congregation to actively stand
in the gap, acting as intercessors, and working towards
bridging divides within the community and beyond.

The Holy Communion was administered by Rev. Dr.
Amit Thomas, who led the congregation in this sacred
rite with solemnity and grace. The act of communion
served as a powerful reminder of the unity and
fellowship that binds the ABS community together,
reinforcing the themes of the retreat.

Réte ot sifam g AAaR 4 ot g ufas argfeen SiRg=T dan
oh 91U U g3HT| 3H HEaYUl 9T ehT A 1. foram o @™
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MASTER OF DIVINITY INAUGURAL SERVICE

The Allahabad Bible Seminary hosted the inaugural
service for its Master of Divinity program on July 9th,
2024, at the Lady Muir Memorial Chapel, commencing
at 10:30 AM. The M. Div. program marks a significant
milestone for Allahabad Bible Seminary as the first of its
kind.

The event was led by Ms. Deepshika Ghosh, Dean of
Extension Studies. Rev. Pervez Sethna, Vice Principal of
ABS, offered the opening prayer, followed by a hymn
led by Rev. James C. Lalremruata and his team. Ms.
Akanksha Makasare conducted the Bible reading, after
which Ms. Deepshika Ghosh introduced the Master of
Divinity program. The formal inauguration was
officiated by The Most Rev. Dr. J. A. Onesimu, Bishop-
President of the Evangelical Church of India (ECI) and
Chairman of the ABS Trust. Greetings were extended by
Rt. Rev. Kathiroli Manickam, Bishop of the ECI
(Chennai Diocese).

A special prayer was offered by Bishop V. Devadas.
The  message was delivered by the principal Rev. Dr.
Tapas Ghosh. Principal thanked God for His abundant
grace and guidance and also expressed his deepest
appreciation to the Extension Department, faculty and
staff of ABS for their tireless efforts in developing this
program, for their unwavering commitment to academic
excellence, and for their passion for equipping future
leaders of the Church. The M. Div. course sought to
create a curriculum that would not only impart
theological knowledge but also foster spiritual
formation, pastoral skills at a grass root level, and a
heart for mission. Anyone who engages with the rich
curriculum must remember that they are being shaped

not only as scholars but as shepherds of God’s people.
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We believe that this program will bless many people,
meet the needs of the wider community, and quench the
thirst for God's word at the grassroots level. The service
concluded with a closing prayer and benediction by
Rev. Dr. Amit Thomas, Administrator of ABS
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FRESHERS' WELCOME PROGRAM

The Freshers” Welcome Program of the new academic year
2024-2025, was held on July 5th, 2024 at the Lady Muir
Memorial Chapel. The event commenced at 6:00 pm,
hosted by Ms. Priscilla Vansangkimi and Mr. Sothing PS.
The program began with an opening prayer led by Dr. Lian
Muan Kham Suante.

Rev. Pervez Sethna, Vice-Principal of ABS, extended a
warm welcome to the freshers. The program featured a
special musical performance by Ms. Rikamchi S. Marak,
Rev. James C. Lalremruata, and Mr. Jackson Melbin
Tutty, as well as a choreography presented by the BD
Second Year students. The freshers themselves contributed
a special song, followed by their formal introduction. The
Freshers were welcomed with a token of love.

Rev. Dr. Baby Singamony led a special prayer for the
freshers, and a short exhortation was delivered by Mr.
Pamrei Shang Vashum, the faculty of ABS. The speaker
encourages the freshers to approach their studies with a
spirit of humility and a desire to learn. Be open to new
ideas, be willing to wrestle with difficult questions, and be
ready to grow in ways that they may not expect. At the
same time, he also reminds them that they have been
brought here for a purpose. God has called them to this
place, at this time, for a reason. Therefore, he encourages
them to be faithful in the small things, knowing that He is
preparing them for something greater.

The event concluded with a closing prayer and

benediction offered by Rev. Dr. Sanjay Kumar Guleria,
faculty, ABS.
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TORAH SCROLL EXHIBITION
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A Torah Scroll is a hand-written copy of the Torah that
includes the first five books of the Old Testament which
were authored by Moses. Allahabad Bible Seminary
feels honoured to receive one such historic ancient
Torah scroll written on parchments. The Torah Scroll-
receiving ceremony was held on the 10th August 2024 at
St. Stephens College, Delhi. Dr. Rajkumar Boaz
Johnson and Dr. Scott Carroll handed over the scroll
which was graciously received by Rev. Dr. V. Baby on
behalf of ABS. Prof. Varghese, the principal of St.
Stephen’s College, Rev. Samuel John, Chaplain of St.
Stephen’s College, and a few others from other
seminaries and churches witnessed the ceremony. Other
than ABS, few other organizations also received similar
Torah scrolls. The gracious donors of the ancient Torah
Scroll were the Ken Larson family who have donated
such a unique collection of Hebrew Scrolls from around
the world to Christian institutions, seminaries,
churches, etc. The Allahabad Bible Seminary (ABS)
appreciates their amazing vision and dedication
towards the ministry of the Lord. The Principal, faculty
members, staff and students are thankful to them for
this precious gift which will definitely be a wonderful

treasure for the seminary.

The dedication and displaying ceremony of the
Torah Scroll happened at the ABS Campus on
3oth August 2024. Rev. Dr. Amit Thomas prayed
and dedicated it and gave thanks and praised the
Lord Almighty for this providence. The scroll was
then displayed for public viewing. Faculty
members, staff and students witnessed the event.
This Torah Scroll is a rare and invaluable artefact,
written in classical Hebrew, and offering a
profound connection to the sacred texts as they
were originally written hundreds of years ago. Its
procurement is surely a significant and historical
event in the life and ministry of ABS.




The Biblical Department (Old Testament) of ABS
organised a two-day Ancient Torah Scroll Exhibition in
its library hall on 31st August and 1st September 2024.
The program started with worship at Lady Muir
Memorial Chapel, ABS. The Principal, faculty
members and students of ABS and their families,
together with people from other churches and
institutions, were present at the worship. The worship
had unique features including a special song and
benediction sung in Hebrew by students of ABS. Rev.
Dr. Tapas Ghosh, Principal of ABS, spoke on the
significance of the Torah scroll and also expressed his
gratitude to the donors and the key people who helped
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ABS in receiving this scroll. Rev. Dr. V. Baby
introduced the Leather Torah Scroll, and a
presentation on the topic Origin and transmission of

the Hebrew text of the ancient manuscripts was
delivered by Ms. Akanksha Samuel Makasare.

This event was an amazing opportunity to explore

the rich heritage of the Hebrew Scriptures and deepen
one’s understanding of the Torah, which is
foundational for one’s faith. All the associated events
and interactions were highly informative, contributing
significantly to the personal knowledge and growth of
all attendees. On behalf of Allahabad Bible Seminary,
the principal, Faculty members and students once again
thank the Larson family for the enormous gift for the
seminary. To God be the glory and honour! We are

deeply grateful to the Inspired Exhibit.

EXTEMPORE SPEECH COMPETITION

On 29thAugust, 2024, the Worship Committee under the aegis of Allahabad Bible Seminary organized an Extempore Speech Competition at the Lady Muir

Chapel. The event aimed to evaluate participants' ability to think critically, articulate their thoughts and ideas effectively, and present confidently under time
constraints. Each class nominated two representatives, bringing the total number of participants to ten. Five from the Hindi student and five from the
English student. The judging panel consisted of four faculty members from different departments: Ms. Akanksha Samuel Makasare and Ms. Deepshikha
Ghosh for the Hindi section, and Dr. Lian Muan Kham Suante and Rev. John Jebadurai for the English section. All topics for the competition were drawn
from the Bible, with a particular focus on subjects related to Christian doctrine and Christian living. All the participants demonstrated exceptional clarity
and depth in presenting their thoughts and ideas.

Based on the judges' evaluations, Rev. Jimmy (BD-1V) was declared the winner of the Hindi section, while Mr. Jeffry Paukhothang (BD-II) secured first
place in the English section. The second and third positions from Hindi medium were secured by Mr. Ankit Kumar (BDO) and Ms. Hellen Silivya (BD-II)
respectively. Likewise, the second and third positions for English Section were secured by Mr. Theishing Siro (BD-III) and Mr. Philip Vanlalpeka (BD-I).
ABS expressed gratitude to the chapel committee for their innovation and initiative in organizing this event and creating a space for students as part of their

training.
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TEACHERS’ DAY CELEBRATION

The Teachers' Day Celebration at Allahabad Bible
Seminary took place on September 5, 2024, at 8:00 AM
in the Lady Muir Chapel. The event was hosted by Mr.
Jwngma Basumatary and Mr. Angom Chaoba Singh.
The program commenced with a session of praise and
worship, led by Mr. Lalnunthara Ralte, Ms. Rikamchi
S. Marak, Ms. Eluda Basumatary, and Rev. James C.
Lalremruata. This was followed by a choreography
performance by the BD Orientation students, and a
short skit collaboratively presented by BD I, BD II,
and BD III students.

Mr. Lalchhuanvela delivered a speech on behalf of
the students of ABS. Through his speech, he expressed
sincere gratitude to the faculty of Allahabad Bible
Seminary, for not only providing academic knowledge
but also by teaching the students valuable life lessons,
offering encouragement and wisdom during difficult
times. He also reflected on the significance of Teacher’s
Day in India, which has been celebrated on September
5th  since 1962, in honor of Dr. Sarvepalli
Radhakrishnan. Mr. Lalchhuanvela concluded by
appreciating the dedication of teachers, acknowledging
their hard work in shaping successful students.
Followed by the distribution of small gifts of

appreciation to the Faculty and Staff.

A special presentation by the Faculty and Staff, a
highly engaging performance enhanced the enjoyment
of the Teacher's Day celebration, adding a special
touch to the event. A performance by the Male Voice
Choir of the Seminary, added depth to the celebration.
The event concluded with a closing prayer and
benediction by Rev. Jimmy Malsawmdawngliana.
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CONDOLENCE SERVICE

On the 22nd of September 2024, the Most Rev. Dr. M. Ezra
Sargunam, Father Bishop of the Evangelical Church of India

(ECI), was called to his heavenly home, leaving behind a
legacy of unwavering faith and dedicated service. In a solemn
and heartfelt gathering, a condolence service was held in his
honor at the Lady Muir Chapel, Allahabad Bible Seminary, from
9:00 to 10:30 AM.

Rev. Noel Samuel led the service and the sacred Scriptures
were read aloud in Hindi by Ms. Deepshikha Ghosh and in
English by Rev. Thanga Kumar, reminding all present of the
hope we have in Christ. Heartfelt messages of condolence
were delivered, reflecting on the life of Bishop Sargunam, by
Rev. Dr. Tapas Ghosh, Principal of ABS; Rev. Dr. Amit Thomas;
Rev. Dr. Baby Sigamony; and Rev. Johnjebadurai, representing
Erny Memorial School. These tributes spoke of his enduring
passion for the Gospel, his ftireless commitment to the
marginalized, and his significant contributions to the wider
society.

Rev. Johnjebadurai led a poignant PowerPoint presentation
chronicling the Bishop's life and ministry, followed by a prayer
for the bereaved family by Rev. Arpit Simon Mathews. The
service concluded with a closing prayer from Rev. Udit Sona,
lifting the gathered hearts in unity and trust in God's sovereign
care.

As we remember the life of Bishop Sargunam, we continue to
pray for God's comforting presence to rest upon his grieving
family, trusting in the assurance of eternal life in Christ.
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SEMINARS

ACADEMIC SEMINARS

The first ABS Academic Seminar was held on July 30, 2024, at
the Lady Muir Memorial Chapel, commencing at 6:00 PM.
Dr. Moakumla Longkumer, Co-ordinator of the Research and
Academic Desk, formally welcomed both the moderator and
the resource person. The seminar featured a presentation by
Dr. Pamhor Thumra, Assistant Professor in the Department of
Religions at Allahabad Bible Seminary, on the topic,
Contemporary Responses to the Issues and Challenges of
Religious Pluralism and Interfaith Relations: A Perennialist
Methodological Appraisal. The event was moderated by Rev.
Arpit Simon Matthew. In the paper, Dr. Pamhor addressed the
challenges of pluralism and interfaith relations, particularly
focusing on truth claims, relativism, absolutism, universalizing,
and sentimentalizing tendencies. He responded to these issues
using perennialist or traditional methodological perspectives,
offering a critique of the aforementioned challenges. He
concludes that perennialist methodology remains pertinent in
contemporary society, as it promotes unity through diversity.
The first ABS Seminar was a resounding success, as it actively

engaged students and faculty in a lively discussion.
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The second academic seminar on Planetary Perspectives
on Ecotheology was held on August 13, 2024, at 6:00
PM. The event was moderated by Principal Rev. Dr.
Tapas Ghosh, who introduced the distinguished
resource person Rev. Dr. Simon Wiesgickl from
Germany. Simon explores the intersections of planetary
thinking and ecotheology, with a focus on
environmental theology’s evolving discourse. The
presentation calls for a rethinking of science,
technology, and biblical views on nature, positing the
idea of the Cosmic Christ as a bridge to transcend
violence and foster global cooperation against climate
crises. Additionally, the importance of indigenous
knowledge, especially regarding life’s interconnectivity,
is acknowledged. Finally, the presentation engages with
the Anthropocene, describing humanity as a geological
force with no untouched wilderness left, challenging
religious and philosophical actors to adopt a more
grounded, multi-species, and non-anthropocentric
perspective, ultimately questioning how identity and
relationships with land can be reimagined inclusively for
future generations.

The vote of thanks was delivered by Moakumla
Longkumer, and a token of appreciation was presented
by the Allahabad Women Ministry. The seminar
concluded with a closing prayer led by Rev. Dr. Amit
Thomas.

The third academic seminar titled Mission and Its
Challenges in Today's Context, held at Lady Muir
Memorial Chapel on September 24, 2024, was
moderated by Rev. Dr. V. Baby Singamony which
featured Rev. Fr. Dr. Sebastian Moses as the resource
person.

This seminar

highlights  the
evangelization as a key mission of the Church,

importance  of

grounded in the teachings of Christ, and the immense
challenges it faces in the context of Uttar Pradesh,
India. The Church's task is to bring healing, forgiveness,
peace, freedom, and salvation to the people, despite the
severe socio-political issues present, such as poverty,
corruption, religious conflicts, and gender inequality. In
the face of growing Hindutva ideologies that threaten
pluralism and religious freedom, the Church is called to
inclusivity, and a

respond through dialogue,

commitment to justice and peace.

The academic seminars were highly successful, with
presentations followed by an interactive session where
students, faculty, and resource persons participated in
an engaging and thought-provoking Q & A discussion.
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ONE DAY SEMINAR ON CAMPUS CRUSADE

DIGITAL OUTREACH

On 23rd August 2024, a one day seminar for the students was held at the Lady
Muir Memorial Chapel, led by Mr. Sibu and his team from the Campus Crusade
for Christ, India. The event was divided into three sessions. In the first session, the
speaker addressed the concept of becoming a digital missionary, emphasizing the
rapid rise in the use of electronic devices such as smartphones, tablets, laptops, and
computers. The speaker highlighted how these tools, in combination with the
internet, can enable individuals to engage in digital evangelism through various

social media platforms.

In the second session, Mr. Sibu focused on the importance of digital devices and

tools, underlining their versatility, 24/7 availability, global reach, and instant
accessibility. Additional benefits discussed included their cost-effectiveness

compared to traditional print materials, ease of use, and potential to reach

audiences in restricted regions, as well as their ability to support multi-language
|
communication. |[ ;
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In the final session, various digital platforms and applications were introduced, . . | I |} |

-

providing students with practical tools for engaging broader audiences both within

and outside of the country. The attendees watched video demonstrating how small

efforts can create a powerful chain reaction, ultimately leading to significant

spiritual impact in others’ lives. The seminar concluded with a closing prayer led by

Rev. Thanga Kumar. y 4
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A seminar on management took place on 12th
September 2024 at the Conference Hall, ABS, with
participation from final-year and third-year students,
along with select faculty and staff members. The
seminar consisted of four distinct sessions led by Mr.
Jacob Varghese and Mr. Sam Blesson from Christian
Institute of Management, Chennai.

The first session led by Mr. Varghese focused on
key aspects of establishing both religious and
charitable organizations. Topics discussed included the
foundational objects of religious organizations, such as
church planting, evangelism, charitable works, and
theological training. The second session led by Mr.
Blesson addressed the critical role of fundraising as an
extension of ministry work, likening it to other
ministerial acts such as preaching and prayer. He
emphasized that fundraising should not be
approached with fear but seen as an opportunity for
spiritual growth. The third session focused on
financial integrity and Christian attitudes toward
wealth. Referencing biblical teachings, Mr. Varghese
discussed the ethical dilemmas surrounding money,
cautioning against its corruptive potential. The final
session delved into project management, defining it as
a systematic approach to implementing change within
an organization. Mr. Blesson described the essential
stages of project management, from planning and
design to development, evaluation, and reporting.
Participants were provided with a template for writing
project proposals, including sections on vision,
objectives, resources, and budget allocation.

The seminar concluded with a vote of thanks
delivered by Rev. Dr. Tapas Ghosh, Principal, followed
by a prayer by Rev. Thanga Kumar.
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On 27th September 2024, a Legal Awareness
Seminar was conducted at Lady Muir Chapel
(ABS). The seminar aimed to equip students
with basic legal knowledge to effectively
handle such challenges and to better
understand the present circumstances. The
seminar commenced with an opening prayer
led by Rev. Arpit Simon Mathews, who also
introduced the resource person, Mr. Ashish
o Kumar and Mr. Jagat Mohan from the Light
Foundation. In the first session, Mr. Ashish
Kumar discusses the current challenges faced
by pastors, missionaries, and evangelists,
who are frequently persecuted and falsely
accused, leading to imprisonment.

The speaker also highlighted both external and internal challenges and underscored the
importance of Christians being legally aware and theologically trained. In the second session, Mr.
Jagat Mohan opened the floor for an interactive question-and-answer session. During this session,
a variety of concerns and pressing contemporary challenges were raised, particularly in relation to
the welfare of the Christian community and its interactions with people of other faith. The
interaction provided a platform for sharing experiences, raising awareness about legal recourse,
and discussing strategies for overcoming obstacles faced by Christian leaders and believers in
today's society. The session concluded with a closing prayer led by Rev. Dr. V. Baby Sigamony,
marking the end of a highly informative and thought-provoking seminar.
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A TRIBUTE TO THE FATHER BISHOP
THE MOST REV. DR. M. EZRA SARGUNAM

“I consider my life worth nothing to me, if only |
may finish the race and complete the task the
Lord Jesus has given me, the task of testifying
to the gospel of God's grace” (Acts 20:24)

Father Bishop the Most Rev. Dr. M. Ezra
Sargunam was “A great man of God, Visionary
Leader, Missionary, Church Planter, Social
Reformer, Respected Statesman.” In this time
of loss of such a great man of God and notable
leader of Evangelical Church of India (ECI), we,
as Allahabad Bible Seminary, had a condolence
service in the Seminary chapel on 23rd
September, 2024, and had a thanksgiving
worship on 30th October 2024. Now, we would
like to include a brief tribute message in the
ABS newsletter.

The Most Rev. Dr. Ezra Sargunam was born
to a good Christian God fearing parent on 19th
July, 1938 in a small village called Pannavillai in
Tamil Nadu. He was named after the biblical
figure Ezra, inspired by his father's morning
devotion on the day of his birth. At the age of
17, he had a personal encounter with God when
he attended Billy Graham crusade in Madras
(presently Chennai) while he was a seminary
student.in 1962. Ezra married Mangalam, a
woman of strong faith and prayer. She was his
strong support in his ministry until her death on
13th February, 2008. He had two daughters
and four granddaughters

His salvation experience and personal
relationship with the Lord was the strong
foundation for a remarkable journey of
ministry and leadership. He came into ECI
leadership from 1972, consecrated as
Bishop in the year 1993. He was the first
bishop of ECI. In the decades that followed,
the Lord blessed his effort to organise
viable self-sufficient dioceses considering
geographical and demographical factors as
well as the aspiration of the congregation.
He lived a life worthy to the Lord, served
marvellously during his life time and left a
great legacy behind for ECI family in
particular and for all God's people at large
in general.

His dedicated life and ministry and his
strong faith, vision and mission were deeply
engraved in the minds of the people. A learned
man of God pursued his secular and
theological studies in India and USA. He was a
graduate of Allahabad Bible Seminary in 1961-
62. He experienced the persecution while he
distributed religious literature at the Kumbh
Mela in Allahabad. He did not give up his faith;
this kind of hostile experience moved him
forward in the ministry more vigorously. He
maintained a good connection with Allahabad
Bible Seminary and Erny Memorial School from
the beginning of his ministry because the
ministry of ECI began and was registered at
Allahabad in Uttar Pradesh.

His Mission and Vision: He was a great
visionary, missionary and church planter. As
the disciple of Donald McGavran, he exposed
his church growth principles and strategies. As
of 1972, there were 30 churches. The
leadership in those churches was energetic,
persuasive, loving and shepherding and
growing rapidly. Then he had “a vision of a 100
churches and he began motivating the
believers and fellow evangelists to work
towards the goal." After reaching his initial
goal, he set a target of 200 churches, followed
by a goal of 1,000 churches by 2000.

Remarkably, he achieved the 1,000
churches milestone two years early, in 1998.
Now ECI is marching towards the goal of
planting one lakh churches and one crore
believers in 2056 when ECI will have its
centenary celebration. This was the goal set by
our father bishop, and it remains a challenge
for all the Bishops, Pastors and believers of ECI
today. It is no doubt that he is a great role
model for church planting. As a single person
with great commitment started his ministry in a
simple way and God enlarged the boundary of
his ministry and today we could witness that
churches are planted from Kanyakumari to
Jammu Kashmir and ECI churches are spread
over every single state of our great mother
land India.

“Those who are wise shall shine like the brightness of the sky, and those who lead many to
righteousness, like the stars forever and ever” (Dan. 12: 3).

Charitable and Voice for the Voiceless:
Humanitarian works have always been a crucial
part of his ministry. He fully committed his life
for this task. He had compassion for the poor,
needy and the marginalised. He did a lot of
relief work and provided aid for the victims of
natural calamities such as cyclone in Orissa,
earthquake affected people in Maharashtra
and Gujarat and the tsunami in 2004. He was
also instrumental for these humanitarian aids
as he could restore the lives of the
downtrodden.

In many instances, he fought for social
justice on the side of voiceless by conducting
rally and sitting on fast. One of the incidents
that happened in Gujarat when one of the ECI
churches was vandalized, he went there and
sat on fast for 12 days until he got justice from
the Gujarat Government. He was even
hospitalised but did not give up. Rather, he
continued the fasting, and fought until he got
the victory. He had good relationship with
political leaders, with God’'s ministers, OMS
leaders, Overseas partners and other eminent
leaders like Pope John Paul I, Abdulkalam,
Mother Teresa, etc. The success of the great
movement in the ECI can be attributed to his
zeal for the lost souls, care for the poor and
needy, and his identification with the
oppressed and suppressed people with the
love of God.

Ultimately, he was a remarkable person and
he has done remarkable work for the kingdom
of God. His entire life was a role model, his
simplicity, availability, dedication for the task.
His everlasting and evergreen smile shows his
love, kind heart, compassion, care and concern
that led him to reach out the people those who
are in need. His valuable advices and guidance
in the time of struggles are great worth to
motivate the pastors to stay steady and bring
the ministry to higher levels. The great dreams
and goals that he had for planting churches
encourage the pastors to plant many more
churches. No doubt that the ultimate goal of
planting one lakh churches of Father Bishop
will be fulfilled in the future. His great motto
was “God First, Others Second, Me Last.” The
legacy and the heritage of ministry he left
behind lives forever and will never be faded.

Rev. Dr. V. Baby
Faculty, ABS
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1. About ABS
Allahabad Bible Seminary, an Evangelical theological

institution with ecumenical = outlock  was
established in July 1942 under the auspices of
One Mission S'ociewz/y, formerly known as Oriental
Missionary Seciety and in 197S it became affiliated
{o the Senate az Serampore College (Universit ).
ABS +trains committed men and women for +Ke
effective fruitful ministry in India and abread. It
is a multi-culural, multi-linqgual and multi-
denominational institution having students from
all states and churches r;sf India. Majoer
denominational churches, para church
organizations and missionary societies send their
candidates to the seminary for theologicdl
education.

ABS provides theological education within the
evangelical framework with societal commitment.
We cater a relevant theological orientation to the
students fo respond o the needs and cha”enges
of the church and seciety in this 21" century. Our
ministerial and academic programmes are
structured with a sole purpose 0'69 communicatin
the life transforming and liberative message O%
the Gospel to +ransfgrm the sociely.

ABS has 16 full time and 3 visiting faculy
members. In the current academic year,” ABS has
135 students in our residential BD program and
600 students across our various ~ distance
studies proegram

Rev. Dr. Tapas Ghosh
Principal, ABS

® 2. Why Study af ABS? ®

# Well-Qualified Faculty with 1:9 Faculty=-Student ratio
# All courses are offered in two mediums (Englisk and Hindi)
# Resourceful Library

# Smart Classrooms

# Emphasis on Practical Ministry

# Good infrastructure for Accommodation and Classes
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Joint Research Program
Collaborative Research Project (3Years)
Student Research Project (1-2 Years)

Long Term Researchk Project (5 Years)
Women Research Project (2-3 Years)
Women Researcher

Women Subjects

[nternship

Student Exchange

Faculty Exchange

Joint Leadership Program

[nter-College/University Seminar
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PRAY, PARTNER AND PARTICIPATE

We veach out 1o our valued veaders through ABS tterald inviting

you to uphold us in prayey, Yo join hands, and to become active
partners in our ministny. We urge you Yo pray for:
- Development of Master of Theology (M.Th.) Infrastructure

- Special Support for Studem

s from mManipuy

- €nhancement of Librany Resources

- Scholarships for Female Students
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